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Khaddaha and .surrendered themselves to Vfrachan-

dra  who  graciously  made them members of the
Vaisnava   society.     A    distinguished  European

friend of mine once went to Khaddaha (a few miles

*

to the north of Calcutta) io see the  place where
these people had assembled, and referred to the

spot as marking the  death  of  Bud-
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Buddhism i" (Ihisin in .Bengal; for here did the
(Tlftn"              last vestige of Buddhistic powers

surrender itself and was incorporated with
Vaisnavism,

The merchants of Satgaon, the chief mercan-
tile centre in Bengal at the time, with Uddharana
Datta of the Suvarna Banika caste at their head,
gathered round Mtyananda and were so devoted
to him that they were prepared to sacrifice
everything they had for his sake. Nityananda is
described in a popular Bengali song as " one
without anger, always cheerful and without
u (i ii -\ v a n >\ pride, having compassion for all
Datta'               men35.1 His love-ecstasies often

matched those of Chaitanya and he was devoted
to the master so greatly that when Chaitanya
passed away from this earth he pined away like
a lover speaking of nothing else but of the
incidents of his life,2 despising all earthly
comforts till he too died two years later in 1535.
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